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Pittsburgh CAPA 6–12 is a Creative and Performing Arts Magnet 

School located in the heart of Pittsburgh’s Downtown Cultural 

District. The mission of Pittsburgh CAPA 6–12 is to provide every

student in grades 6–12 with a comprehensive academic program 

rooted in a superior quality arts education experience that 

encourages excellence and success in their personal development 

as artists and cultural leaders.

Students may choose intensive artistic instruction in dance, 

instrumental music, literary arts, piano, production technology, 

theatre arts, visual arts, and vocal music.

Active professionals in the creative, visual and performing arts, 

multitalented academic instructors, and visiting artists in residence 

are among the faculty. Our school offers a challenging and 

integrated curriculum that equally provides world-class preparation 

for college and university study, and conservatory level preparation 

for artistic careers.

The environment at CAPA 6–12 is enhanced by partnerships and 

collaborations with local and national cultural organizations and 

universities that provide opportunities in which to explore the 

relationships between school, family and work.

CAPA seeks a student body that is passionate about the arts, works 

and learns together as a community and reflects the diversity of the 

city of Pittsburgh. In reviewing applicants for admission, CAPA will 

seek evidence of the following qualities: experience and potential 

ability in the arts, the commitment and self-discipline to advance 

both artistically and academically, and a willingness to contribute 

toward a successful, supportive, and inclusive school community.
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OUR LOCATION

111 Ninth Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

CONTACT CAPA

Office Phone: 412.529.6100 
Fax: 412.338.6143 
Web: www.pps.k12pa.us/capa

PRINCIPAL

MELISSA A. PEARLMAN 
mpearlman1@pghboe.net

DIRECTOR 9-12

ANTHONY ESOLDO 
aesoldo1@pghboe.net

DIRECTOR 6-8

STEVEN SIKON 
ssikon1@pghboe.net

We provide students  

with a compliment  

of artistic excellence  

and academic rigor.

JEREMY ASKIN
jaskin1@pghboe.net

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL



Dance Department
The mission of the dance department is to provide a comprehensive 
and quality dance education in an environment that nurtures the talent 
of each individual. Emphasis is placed on refining and enhancing dance 
technique while stimulating creativity.

Our students develop skills in observation, critical thinking, problem solving, 
and evaluation (achieved through technique, choreography, performance, 
and other creative expressions) while acquiring a lasting appreciation for 
dance and an ability to pursue, with confidence, a higher education in dance 
at colleges and universities. 

Students receive training in ballet, jazz, and modern dance, as well as 
focused study in dance history and dance terminology. The dance 
department offers a rigorous seven-year sequential program. Students have 
numerous performing opportunities throughout the year, both in school and 
in the community. 

Each year, students have the opportunity to take master classes with 
nationally and internationally renowned artists, such as Julie Nakagawa, Paul 
Sutherland, Christopher Huggins, Dwana Smallwood, and David Dorfman. 
The dance department enjoys local partnerships with Attack Theatre, Kelly 
Strayhorn Theater, Carnegie Mellon University, and Point Park University.

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Alumni have gone on to study at 
prestigious universities such as: 

■ Julliard 
■ NYU-Tisch
■ University of the Arts
■ SUNY Purchase
■ Ohio State
■ Point Park University

Alumni have pursued performing 
careers in professional dance  
companies such as:

■ Dance Theater of Harlem
■ Bill T. Jones
■ Merce Cunningham
■  Dayton Contemporary  

Dance Company
■  Martha Graham 2 and  

Philadanco 2
■ Brian Saunders Junk
■ Group Motion
■ Attack Theater 

Alumni have branched out into 
musical theater, appearing in  
the national tours of:

■ Aida
■ A Chorus Line
■ Tommy
■ Jesus Christ Superstar
■  The Broadway cast of  

Bombay Dreams 
■  The Broadway cast of  

A Chorus Line

One of our alumni appeared in the 
film about the Jackson family in 
the role of Marlon; one became a 
producer of Star Search; one has a 
successful company of his own in 
New York; while another is currently 
performing in Jubilee, the longest 
running and largest traditional show 
in Las Vegas.

CONTACT INFORMATION

RENE POLANCO
Dance Department Chair
Email: rpolanco1@pghboe.net
Office Phone: 412.529.6125
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CAPA—where being  
different is not only okay,  
it’s encouraged.

      —  Krista Mechling,  
Instrumentalist parent 

“
”

Instrumental Music  
Department
The Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12 Instrumental Music Department has long 
been known for the highest standards of performance, scholarship, 
creativity, and teaching. Our illustrious roster of alumni is a testament to a 
legacy that began over 30 years ago. This legacy continues today through 
the fostering of young musicians within a supportive and rigorous learning 
community.

Students, faculty, and community engage daily in a lively study of music 
across genres. With a legendary pre-college and pre-professional training 
program, CAPA 6-12 music students are challenged to make their superb 
musicianship and scholarship matter.

We take seriously the role of music in cultural traditions, embracing  
diversity, not just ethnic, but intellectual and aesthetic, as well. We know 
how vital music is for our civilization, and take responsibility for sustaining 
that vitality. Be it delving into music entrepreneurship, emerging as an arts 
advocate, initiating collaborative projects, or taking a hard look at what music 
will sound like in the future, this is a place where music as a public art is part 
of the ethos.

CONTACT INFORMATION

BERNARD BLACK
Instrumental Music  
Department Chair
Email: bblack2@pghboe.net
Office Phone: 412.529.6112

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

■ Schedule allows students to 
engage in as many as six  
periods of orchestra and four 
additional periods a week of 
various jazz, contemporary, and 
classic ensembles.

■ Partnerships with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony, Pittsburgh Musical 
Theater, Pittsburgh Jazz 
Orchestra.

OUR GRADUATES 
ATTEND

■ Columbia College
■ Carnegie Mellon University 

School of Music
■ University of Rochester,  

Eastman School of Music
■  Julliard
■  Manhattan School of Music
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Literary Arts Department
The Literary Arts Program at 
Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12 is a seven-
year, intensive course of study in 
creative writing. Here at Pittsburgh 
CAPA, students with a love of writing 
and a commitment to achievement have 
opportunities to pursue their passion that 
are unavailable virtually anyplace else.

Our young writers explore every literary 
genre: poetry, fiction, nonfiction, 
and drama. Each year, working with 
specialists in every genre, they take 
increasingly advanced courses, as 
they work to create a broad and 
sophisticated writing portfolio.

But Pittsburgh CAPA Literary Artists 
don’t simply write. They edit; they publish; they perform. They use their  
writing to connect themselves to the larger world, the world beyond our 
school’s walls. In their classes and in special collaborative projects literary 
artists explore mythology, literature, history, and many other art forms.  
They also connect themselves to one another, forming a community of  
writers that encourages and sustains their imaginative work.

Literary Artists have collaborated with Carnegie Mellon University Writers, 
Chatham University Creative Writers, The Warhol Museum, The Mattress 
Factory, The Carnegie Museums, New Works Festival, Saltworks Theatre 
Company, and the City Theatre as well as with the dance, visual arts, 
instrumental and theatre departments at Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12.

Pittsburgh CAPA’s Literary Arts program prepares students to achieve in many 
fields. Alumni of our program have gone on to study writing, anthropology, 
film, history, education and other disciplines at Carnegie Mellon University, 
NYU, the University of Michigan, Vassar University, Yale, Trinity College 
in Dublin, Smith College, Bard College, Temple University, Beloit College, 
Antioch, Sarah Lawrence, Carlow University, the University of Pittsburgh,  
and other fine schools.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION

MARA CREGAN
Literary Arts Department Chair
Email: mcregan1@pghboe.net
Office Phone: 412.529.6131

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

■ Scholastic Art and  
Writing Awards

■ City Theater Young  
Playwrights Festival 

■ CAPA/CMU Poetry Project
■ Senior Internships 
■ Annual 6-8 One Act Play Festival
■ Annual 9-12 Ten Minute  

Play Festival
■ Annual Collaborations with  

The Andy Warhol Museum
■ CMU MLK Day Writing Awards
■ Poetry Out Loud 
■ Young Arts

Our writers are recognized nationally 
and throughout the region. In 
2007, a literary artist was named 
a Presidential Scholar in the Arts 
by the Department of Education. 
In 2002, 2010, and 2015 a literary 
artist was awarded the National 
Scholastic Gold Portfolio Award  
in Writing. 



Piano Department
The Piano Department offers a variety of classes and private instruction 
which aim to develop students’ pianistic and musicianship skills, as 
well as to broaden their understanding of theory, history, and musical 
collaboration. These classes include, but are not limited to, sight-reading, 
keyboard harmony and literature, jazz piano, and collaborative piano studies. 
Students also participate in the Instrumental Department, taking courses in 
music theory and solfege, and playing in large and small ensembles.

Every CAPA pianist receives a private bi-weekly lesson. Within these lessons, 
students study scales, technique, and a variety of styles from the classical 
piano repertoire. A weekly master class is offered to students in grades 9-12 
to supplement the lesson material and provide extra performance practice. 
Yearly recitals, featuring all piano students, emphasize the importance of 
public performance. Other performance venues are available throughout 
the school year in the form of whole-school recitals, inter-departmental 
collaborations, and outreach community events. Students are also 
adjudicated at the end of each semester at a piano jury for the faculty.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Piano Department Co-Chairs

ALAINE FINK 
Email: afink1@pghboe.net

ELLEN KEENEY
Email: ekeeney1@pghboe.net 
Office Phone: 412.529.6101

What could be better than starting your day doing what you love?

Joining the CAPA community has opened the door for our son to 
expand his musical and artistic experiences— and, he's with kids 
who have passion like his! What a great opportunity!

     — Amy Dubin, Piano Department parent

“

”

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

■ Students study sight reading 
techniques, accompaniment, 
piano lab skills and individual 
one-on-one lessons 2-3 times 
a month. 

■ Middle school pianists are  
invited to study a second 
instrument as a part of their  
time with the orchestra.

OUR GRADUATES 
ATTEND

■ Baldwin Wallace College
■ Carnegie Mellon School of Music
■ Duquesne University
■ Ithaca College
■ Manhattan School of Music



Production Technology  
Department
Production Technology provides an immersion education in Stagecraft 
and Recording Technology at CAPA’s state-of-the-art performance 
facilities.

In Stagecraft classes, students learn construction techniques as they build 
scenery for musicals, plays, operas, and other performances. An emphasis 
on safety from the earliest design phases keeps students on track through 
completion of complex projects. Areas of instruction include basic electricity, 
carpentry, scenic painting, and rigging fundamentals.

Recording Technology classes explore all aspects of live sound reinforcement 
and recording, from microphone selection and placement to mixing and 
post-production.

Production Technology majors work year-round on many events and 
productions. In the course of their studies, all students will have the 
opportunity to: hang and focus lights; set up projection systems; install choir 
risers; make audio and video recordings; operate follow spotlights, mixers,  
fly systems, lighting consoles, and intercoms; and stage-manage events.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

WILLIAM SCHEUERING
Production Technology  
Department Chair
Email: wscheuering1@pghboe.net
Office Phone: 412.529.6135

The teachers in the ProTech 
Department make working  
on productions great fun.

   — Becky Darke
 Production Technology parent

“
”

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

■ Our newest, yet fastest growing 
major. Started with 36 students 
in grades 6-12 and has grown to 
70 students in just two years. 



The theatre department teems with creativity and excitement. It is 
comprised of two components: Drama (acting) and Musical Theatre 
(acting, dance, and private voice).

Theatre students receive courses such as Introduction to Theatre, Acting, 
Rehearsal and Performance, Voice and Speech, Theatre History and Styles, 
Movement for the Actor, Private Voice, Dance, and Music Theory. These 
courses are taught by working theatre professionals trained at some of the 
most prestigious colleges in the world. These veteran equity actors have 
extensive credits including Broadway, Off Broadway, Papermill Playhouse, 
City Theatre, The Public Theatre, Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera, and  
many more. 

Pittsburgh is fortunate to be the home of two LORT theatres, as well two 
world-renowned colleges for theatre, Carnegie Mellon University and Point 
Park University, all of which provide ongoing opportunities for collaboration 
with our students.

All the world IS a stage, and field trips abound! The department takes in 
the theatre world by seeing live performances at The Pittsburgh Public 
Theatre, City Theatre, PICT, Pittsburgh Musical Theatre, and more. We take 
yearly theatre trips to the Stratford Festival in Canada, and to New York City 
where we see several Broadway and Off-Broadway shows, shop, eat, visit 
museums, see the sights, and sometimes meet with the actors.

Theatre Department
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CONTACT INFORMATION

MINDY ROSSI-STABLER
Theatre Department Chair
Email: mrossistabler1@pghboe.net 
Office Phone: 412.529.6121

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

■ Partnerships with local theater 
companies including Quantum 
Theater, City Theater, and 
Pittsburgh Public Theater.

■ Annual winners at competitions 
including the Pittsburgh Public 
Shakespeare Monologue and 
Scene Contest, and the August 
Wilson Monologue Competition.

NOTABLE ALUMNI
■ Tony Award Winner, Billy Porter, 

Kinky Boots
■ Margot Bingham,  

Boardwalk Empire

OUR GRADUATES 
ATTEND

■ Tisch School of Drama, NYU
■ University of Minnesota
■ Point Park University
■ Carnegie Mellon School of Drama



HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
■ Partnerships with local arts 

organizations including: Carnegie 
Museum of Art, Space Gallery, 
Artist Image Resource (AIR), 
Manchester Craftsman’s Guild 
and The Pittsburgh Glass Center

■ Annual winners at the Scholastic 
Art and Writing Contest.

■ Unique collaboration with 
Falling Water and Steeltown 
Entertainment Project

OUR GRADUATES 
ATTEND
■ Pratt Institute
■ Rhode Island School of Design 

(RISD)
■ Carnegie Mellon School of Art
■ Maryland Institute of College  

of Art (MICA)
■ Tyler School of Art

The Visual Arts Program is a sequential program of studio inquiry. 
Students hone their skills and broaden their understanding of the creative 
process with classes in printmaking, ceramics, digital media, painting, 
drawing, textiles, art history and sculpture. CAPA students work in a state-of-
the-art facility and are taught by leading specialists in their area.

Visual Arts instructors are working artists in the truest sense of the word—
they create, they exhibit, they jury and they mentor the creative process. 
Under the direction of these top artists CAPA visual artists develop informed, 
aesthetically aware minds and capable hands that fill their ever-evolving 
portfolios.

With a love of art and a commitment to achievement, CAPA visual artists 
have opportunities to pursue their passion that are unavailable virtually any 
place else. Only at CAPA can a student spend up to three hours a day in 
their art form. They progress through increasingly advanced course work 
while working to create new and personal realities through their work. 
Students reflect on the creative process and decision-making aspects  
of their own work while relating their art to artistic accomplishments 
throughout history. 

Research and personal goal setting dictate much of the artistic inquiry both 
at CAPA and within the unique partnerships that we maintain throughout the 
region’s premier arts resources. Such partnerships include  
the Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild, the Society for  
Contemporary Craft, Air (Artist Image Resource), 
the Andy Warhol Museum, Carnegie Museum of 
Art, Carnegie Mellon University and the Pittsburgh 
Cultural Trust.

Visual Arts Department
CONTACT INFORMATION

SHANNON PULTZ
Visual Arts Department Chair
Email: spultz2@pghboe.net
Office Phone: 412.529.6129
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CAPA guarantees that our amazing city 
continues to churn out talented, thoughtful 
and creative artists, writers, musicians and 
dancers who, like Andy Warhol, will venture 
forth and help to make our world a much 
cooler place to live, work and play!

     — Eric Shiner   Director, Andy Warhol Museum 

“

”
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The Vocal Department focuses on the principles of solo and 
ensemble performance, offering students a unique and rewarding 
sequential seven-year curriculum that includes on-going private voice 
lessons, studio classes, large and small ensembles, concert choir, 
opera workshop, music theory, piano lab, music history, solfeggio, 
eurhythmics, and the creative music technology class.

Students are trained to establish a professional discipline, musically and 
behaviorally, while learning the fundamentals of music, musicianship, 
and performance. Additional emphasis is placed on the importance of 
professional demeanor and appropriate appearance, forming the expectation 
for the highest standards of excellence in all areas of performance.

The department collaborates with professional music organizations,  
resulting in a variety of performance opportunities with the Opera Theater  
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Opera, Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, and  
the River City Brass Band.  There is also a long tradition of master classes 
with internationally celebrated artists such as Jessie Norman and  
Marvin Hamlisch.

All vocal majors participate in the school’s concert choir, which performs two 
public performances annually. The choir has also performed with popular 
recording artist Josh Groban, and has opened for the Harlem Gospel 
Ensemble. Other opportunities exist to perform and travel with the Chamber 
Choir and the Jazz Vocal Ensemble. 

Vocal Department
CONTACT INFORMATION

GERALD SAVAGE
Vocal Department Chair
Email: gsavage1@pghboe.net

PETER BIANCHI
Email: pbianchi1@pghboe.net

Office Phone: 412.529.6113

HIGHLIGHTS &  
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
■ Students in grades 9-12 study 

six periods of Opera a week and 
perform one major operatic work 
annually.

■ Study music theory, solfeggio, 
piano lab, and composition.

■ Partnerships with Pittsburgh 
Opera Theater of Pittsburgh and 
Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble. 

NOTABLE ALUMNI
■ David Hughey,  

Broadway peformer

OUR GRADUATES 
ATTEND
■ Boston College
■ Cleveland Institute of Music
■ University of the Arts
■ Curtis Institute of Music
■ Baldwin Wallace
■ Manhattan School of Music
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Academic Achievement
Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12 achieved Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) from 2001 – 2014, and 
most recently received a School Performance Profile (SPP) of  88.8 from the Pennsylvania 
State Department. In 2009, CAPA was awarded the Blue Ribbon Award from the Federal 
Government. In 2012, 2013, and 2014 CAPA has placed in the top twenty schools in PA by 
U.S. News & World Report. 

	 Grade Students

■	 6th Grade 134 

■	 7th Grade 128

■	 8th Grade 116 

■	 9th Grade 153 

■	 10th Grade 153

■	 11th Grade 145

■	 12th Grade 144

  973 Total

6th Grade

7th Grade

8th Grade

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

ENROLLMENT BY GRADE 
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ENROLLMENT BY GENDER

There are a number of reasons why I personally wanted to come  
and bring our international visitors here to CAPA this morning.  
We’re here because I wanted to introduce them to America’s  
finest, most creative, most accomplished young people.  
I wanted to come here because I wanted to showcase the value  
of the arts education—and you put that on display.

    —  Michelle Obama, 2009 G-20 Summit

“

”
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■  Male

6th 
Grade

160

140

120

100

80

60

40

20

0
7th 

Grade
8th 

Grade
9th 

Grade
10th 

Grade
11th 

Grade
12th 

Grade



PSSA DATA GRADES 6-8 COMBINED*
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2013 CHANGE 2014

ALGEBRA 81.2 .8 80.4

LITERATURE 95.7 .1 95.8

BIOLOGY 53.8 4.5 49.3

KEYSTONE PERFORMANCE    ALL Students %P/A

KEYSTONE PERFORMANCE    African American Students %P/A
2013 CHANGE 2014

ALGEBRA 68.3 2.3 70.6

LITERATURE 92.7 1.4 94.1

BIOLOGY 30.0 2.5 27.5

Pittsburgh CAPA is deeply interwoven into the cultural community through its superb faculty, 
downtown facility, students and alumni. CAPA arts faculty maintains a strong presence in 
productions, exhibitions and performances throughout the city, ensuring that the students'  
arts instruction stays relevant and connected to the arts community.

The CAPA theater and facilities are ideally located in the cultural district and is an important 
venue for many professional arts groups throughout the year. The students and their 
development as artists, thinkers and engaged citizens are at the core of CAPA's culture  
and teaching. They are Pittsburgh's future innovators, creators and leaders.

Pittsburgh CAPA is respected and embraced by the artistic community and I can't  
imagine this city without it.

                 —  Michelle de la Reza, Managing Artistic Director, Attack Theater

“

”
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